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QUT Creative Lab Presents 
  
Utopian Inequities: Learning from the Past to Imagine the Future is a one-day charrette and creative practice workshop 
hosted by QUT’s Creative Lab and facilitated by Prof. David Gillette (CalPoly) and AsPro. Carol Brown (University of 
Auckland). This event brings together QUT staff and HDRs from MECA, Design, and SEF with the aim of building 
transdisciplinary teamwork and project design skills that are transferrable to different areas of practice. 
  
During the first part of the day, participants will work in transdisciplinary groups responding to the provocation of a 
“World’s Fair” style event. Through a guided process of group work, pitching, and critique, teams will generate workable 
designs for a 2023 Brisbane fair, with a focus on sustainability, accessibility, and connectivity. Designs (which may include 
models, drawings, collages, photographs, videos, or digital renderings) will be presented via live feed to reviewers in 
America. 
  
In the second part of the day, participants will build on this collaborative design and presentation experience, as well as the 
feedback from critiques, to examine their own creative practices (working habits, presumptions, design principles, 
organising systems) in comparison to those of others. 
  
Interested staff and HDRs from all areas of QUT are invited to participate in this event. Places are extremely limited, so 
please register as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. 
  
Event facilitators: 
David Gillette is the Director of the Liberal Arts & Engineering Studies program at California Polytechnic State University. 
LAES is an interdisciplinary Bachelor of Arts program that combines, in equal portions, upper-level courses from the 
colleges of engineering and the liberal arts. David has 20 years of multi-disciplinary collaborative team development 
expertise, much of which has been focused on community development, technical and system documentation, educational 
outreach, and technology prototype development and testing. His past academic work has included project development 
for various educational and communications divisions of NASA, Universal Studios, and Disney, and a number of funded 
research projects studying the use of interactive media and creative design for university-level teaching and learning. 
  
Carol Brown is a choreographer, an Associate Professor in Dance Studies at the University of Auckland, and director of 
Choreographic Research Aotearoa. Her research-led practice attends to the creative potentials in working between the 
cracks; between histories, temporalities and disciplines. Nourished by creative collaborations that explore diverse spaces, 
places and body memories, her choreographies take multiple forms, as installations, inter-media events, and site specific 
performance and have been presented internationally. Current research projects include Releasing the Archive, a 
transhemispherical engagement with the diasporic traces of the Bodenwieser legacy; HyperSpace, an interactive 
installation in collaboration with architect Uwe Rieger; and Kinesthetic Navigations with Gibson/Martelli, an artificial 
nature project exploring VR, motion capture and the sensual, embodied landscapes of Aotearoa NZ. 
www.carolbrowndances.com 
  
Event details: 
Thursday, September 8th 2016 
Charrette with David Gillette: 9am-2:30pm, KG-Z9-607 
Workshop with Carol Brown: 3pm-6pm, KG-Z9-330 
  
Registration: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/utopian-inequities-learning-from-the-past-to-imagine-the-future-tickets-26817019427 
  
Registration is password-protected. Please use invisiblecities to access. You may choose to register for both parts of the 
day, or just one. 
  
For further information, please contact Emma Doolan e.doolan@qut.edu.au 
  
CRICOS No. 00213J 2 George St, Brisbane, QLD 4000 
 
 
